
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETIING OF THE 

CHILDRENS’ BOOK COUNCIL OF AUSTRALIA, 

TASMANIAN BRANCH 2024 

 

 

When:   Saturday 19th October 2024 9:30 for 10:00 start 

Where:  Libraries Tasmania Hobart, 91 Murray Street, Level 3 
 
Meeting Open: 10:09am  

  

Agenda for the Annual General Meeting 2024 

1. Open meeting: Acknowledgement of Country & Welcome 
o Present 

Felicity Sly, Roxanne Steenbergen, Steve Martin, Mark Macleod, Kay 
Allport 

o Apologies 
Life Members: Maureen Mann, Angela Briant, Jenni Connor, Nella Pickup, 
Helen Thomas. 
Members: Jennie Bales, Dawn Clarke, Carol Fuller, Jo-Ann Wolf, Anna 
Jones 

2. Minutes of the Annual General Meeting in 2023  
Motion: That the Minute of the Annual General Meeting held October 28th be 
accepted as a true and accurate record – with one amendment – Spelling of 
Roxanne’s name. 
Proposed: Roxanne Steenbergen  Seconded: Kay Allport 
Carried: Unanimously 
 

3. Business arising from the Minutes 
Nil 

4. Committee Reports 
o President’s Report 

Steve spoke to the tabled report – Appendix 1  
 

Motion: That the President’s Report be accepted 
Proposed: Steve Martin    Seconded: Kay Allport              
Carried: Unanimously  

 
o Treasurer’s Report 

The Treasurer’s report was circulated prior to the AGM and was available 
during the meeting. The report was tabled and clarification invited by 
Felicity Sly.  
 
Motion: That the Audited Treasurer’s Report be accepted.  
Proposed: Felicity Sly  Seconded: Roxanne Steenbergen 



Carried: Unanimously 
 

o Social Media Report 
The submitted Social Media Report was corrupt and will be resubmitted 
and distributed once Jennie Bales returns from overseas. 

 
5. Election of Committee members 

Chair of the meeting was handed to Mark Macleod. No further 
nominations were submitted. As there was only one nomination for each 
position, the following positions were declared  

o President Steve Martin  
(Proposed: Felicity Sly   Seconded: Mark Macleod)  

o Vice President Roxanne Steenbergen  
(Proposed: Felicity Sly   Seconded: Mark Macleod) 

o Secretary Jo-Ann Wolf  
(Proposed: Felicity Sly  Seconded: Kay Allport) 

o Treasurer Felicity Sly  
(Proposed: Mark Macleod   Seconded: Roxanne Steenbergen) 

o Up to 5 Committee members: 
Kay Allport  
(Proposed: Mark Macleod   Seconded: Helen Thomas) 
Mark Macleod 
(Proposed: Kay Allport   Seconded: Helen Thomas) 
Jennie Bales  
(Proposed: Felicity Sly   Seconded: Kay Allport) 
Dawn Clarke 
(Proposed: Felicity Sly   Seconded: Kay Allport) 
 
1 committee position remains vacant, and can be filled via proposal at 
future committee meetings 

  
Mark handed the Chair to Steve Martin 
Steve proposed thanks to Christine Donnelly (in absentia) for her active role in 
the CBCA and will send a letter of thanks. 
 

6. Expression of Interest 
o Newsletter Editor: Vacant 
o Social Media Coordinator: Jennie Bales 

 
7. Other Business 

o Appointment of Auditor  
Motion: That Willing & Associates be appointed as auditor 2024-2025 
Proposed: Felicity Sly  Seconded: Steve Martin  
Carried: Unanimously 
Felicity Sly will write a letter of thanks to Donald Ramritu for his many 
years of service in auditing CBCA Tasmania’s financials. 
 

o Appointment of Public Officer 
Motion: That Felicity Sly be reappointed as Public Officer 
Proposed: Roxanne Steenbergen  Seconded: Steve Martin 
Carried: Unanimously 
 



o Membership Fees
Motion: That Membership Fees remain as at 2024 ($80/$40/$20)
Proposed: Steve Martin Seconded: Roxanne Steenbergen
Carried: Unanimously

o Vote of thanks
Mark Macleod and Felicity Sly acknowledged the Advocacy work that
Steve Martin has undertaken in the last year. The launch of Read Aloud to
Your Child Every Day on Oct 29 2024 has spread nationwide and
culminated in the Parliamentary Friends of Children’s Literacy being
established and launched in October 2024
Mark also highlighted that Hobart has been named the City of Literature
and that we need to partner with the management group. Anna Reynolds
(lord.mayor@hobartcity.com.au) and Patrick Gregory of Libraries
Tasmania (patrick.gregory@libraries.tas.gov.au) be added to our
Newsletter mailing list.

Meeting Closed: 10:58am 

mailto:lord.mayor@hobartcity.com.au
mailto:patrick.gregory@libraries.tas.gov.au
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The Children's Book Council of Australia 
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PO Box 113, MOONAH TAS 7009 
ABN 703 485 18062 
www.cbcatas.org 

PRESIDENT'S REPORT 2023 - 2024
Childrens Book Council of Australia, Tasmanian Branch Inc. (CBCAT) 

CBCA Tasmania is a volunteer-run, not-for-profit organisation, passionate about children's 
and young adult literature. 

OUR PURPOSE: 
To enrich young lives through Australian stories. 

OUR VISION: 
A thriving creative world embracing the transformational power of stories across 

generations. 

OUR MISSION: 
To connect, communicate, celebrate and advocate for the value of stories. 

OUR VALUES: 
Equity- open to all through equal voice and opportunity. 

Quality - Maintain a high degree of excellence in all that we do. 
Integrity - Act in a socially responsible manner with honest, fair and transparent 

processes. 
Diversity - Seek, welcome and appreciate a diverse range of voices. 

Respect - Recognise and acknowledge the contributions of all. 

THANK YOU and CONGRATULATIONS to everyone involved with the efforts of our Tasmanian 

Branch, Children's Book Council of Australia, your tireless work in promoting our creators 

and their stories to our children is very much appreciated. 

A special call-out to our Patrons, Her Excellency, Governor of Tasmania, the Honourable 

Barbara Baker and Emeritus Professor Don Chalmers, AO - Joint Vice Regal Patrons. Many 

thanks for your support! 

Thank you all for your passion and commitment to enriching young lives through 
Australian stories. 

Good reading 

Steve Martin 

President 

Appendix 1: President's Report
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2023-2024 Executive & Committee 

Our Executive: 

► President - Steve Martin

► Vice President - Roxanne Steenbergen

► Treasurer & Public Officer - Felicity Sly

► Secretary- Vacant

Our committee: 

► Kay Allport

► Jenny Bales

► Michelle Chapman

► Dawn Clarke

Branch Roles: 

► Tasmanian National Board Director- Steve Martin

► Newsletter Editor - Anna-Maree Scott McGuiness/Felicity Sly

► Social Media - Jennie Bales

Auditor 

► Donald Ramritu

Life Members: 

Kay Allport 

Patsy Jones 

Nella Pickup 

Angela Briant 

Hugo Mccann (Dec.) 

Glenn Pullen (Dec.) 

Jenni Connor 

Maureen Mann 

Helen Thomas 

Berenice Eastman (Dec.) 

Judy Moss 

Bonnie Tilley 

Patrons: 

Her Excellency, Governor of Tasmania, the Honourable Barbara Baker and Emeritus 

Professor Don Chalmers, AO - Joint Vice Regal Patrons. 

Membership 

It is hoped the next 12 months will produce an upturn in membership especially now with 
the Southern Readers' Cup is back; Shadow Judging seen as a positive team building and 
reading opportunity; Her Excellency the Honourable Barbara Baker AC, Governor of 
Tasmania, and Emeritus Professor Don Chalmers AO, marking 2024 CBCA Book Week at 
Government House 16th August; the launching of the Parliamentary Friends of Children's 
Literacy, Parliament House, Canberra 9th October 2024; and the READ ALOUD TO YOUR 
CHILD EVERY DAY national campaign. 
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o The Concrete Garden by Bob Graham; Walker Books Australia
• CBCA Young Readers Book of the Year

o Scar Town by Tristan Bancks; Puffin Au
• CBCA Older Readers Book of the Year
• "Ink Flower" by Suzy Zail; Walker Books Australia
• CBCA Eve Pownall Award

o Australia; Country of Colour by Jess Racklyeft; Affirm Press

Read Aloud To Your Child Every Day 
As you would be hopefully aware, our Branch are partnering Toast For Kids Charity Inc.  

Now 12 month's on, we have been successful in gaining support from our local councils 

with mayors and councillors along with several schools providing their support visually -

photographed with our READ ALOUD TO YOUR CHILD EVERY DAY banners. Additionally, it 

was also great to gain bipartisan support of our message from Tasmania's Liberal & Labor 

parties, evidenced with photos holding our banner sign. 

In July this year, whilst being in Canberra, it was a privilege to meet up with Dr. Belle 

Alderman Emeritus Professor of Children's Literature; Director, National Centre for 

Australian Children's Literature Inc at the University of Canberra. 

The National Centre for Australian Children's Literature is a comprehensive collection of 

resources about Australian authors, illustrators, publishers and their creative works. The 

collection has books, artwork, ephemera, authors' papers and manuscripts, author and 

illustrator research files. 

The collection includes over 57,546 books. Some 5,577 of these books are in overseas 

translations in 79 languages. It holds a unique part of Australia's cultural and literary 

heritage. 
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Met with Minister for Education The Hon. Jason Clare. Discussion was centred around 
disadvantage, poverty and how literacy can play an important part. 

o Minister Clare was certainly in agreeance with how literacy can tackle social
and economic issues faced today, and moreso into the future

o Please refer to attached speech, delivered at the Oct (}th Canberra launch of
the Parliamentary Friends of Children's Literacy for more background.

Additionally met with Shadow Minister for Early Childhood Education & Youth, Angie Bell MP 
o Discussion was centred around disadvantage, poverty and how literacy can

play an important part.
o Shadow Minister Bell was in agreeance with how literacy can tackle social

and economic issues faced today, and moreso into the future
o Promoted an opportunity to support children's literacy and creators

who took up the hint to instigate with Senator Catryna Bilyk a Parliamentary Friends of 
Children's Literacy. 
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Also met up with Ex TAS Senator Anthony Chisholm, Assistant Minister for Education, who 
also showed his support for the national campaign. 

Those meetings helped instigate the Parliamentary Friends Of Children's Literacy. The 
Parliamentary Friends of Children's Literacy was established to: 

l . Support the promotion of public messages encouraging parents and caregivers
throughout Australia to read to their children every day; and 

2. Inform Members and Senators of the importance and benefits of children's literacy.

The Friends consist of 22 Members & Senators, with the launch attracting: - Shadow Minister 
Angie Bell, Steve Martin, Senator Catryna Bilyk, Minister Anne Aly holding the banner; plus 
Wendy Rapee (CBCA NSW), Rob Mitchel MP, Dan Repacholi MP, Senator Helen Polley, Trish 
Hepworth (Australian Library Information Association Deputy CEO), Emma Mactaggart (The 
Lighthouse Toowoomba), Julie Long OAM (President CBCA ACT), Senator Carol Brown, Dr. 
Belle Alderman (University of Canberra), Linda Harrison (Play Pathways Australia), Senator 
Sarah Henderson, Senator Andrew Bragg, Senator Marielle Smith, Kate Halcrow 
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Emily MacManus - The Lighthouse Toowoomba 
"Thank you again for starting the ball rolling on this one. We are right there behind you 

cheer/eading with enthusiasm, but a Parliamentary Friends group would never have 

occurred without you to start it. We are very grateful to be able to be part of the team. 

I love that the message is simple and clear, it makes the goal simple and clear too. 

It's non-threatening, achievable and important." 

Emma MacManus (left) with Minister for Early Childhood Education Anne Aly (3rd along) 

Taking every opportunity, bumped into Aussie icon Bryan Brown at our hotel. Taking 
advantage of the timing, we all advised Bryan why we were there with Bryan coming on 
board to support our national campaign. 

L-R Wendy Rapee, Steve Martin, Sonali Marathe, Emma Mactaggart with Bryan Brown
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Our committee through the work of Felicity Sly & Elizabeth Sly have provided our message 

banner: -

Personalised Email signatures: 32 created 

Personalised Banners for high resolution printing: 4 created 

Lifting Literacy Outcomes Monitoring Group 

The Tasmanian Government is committed to improving literacy rates in Tasmania to 

achieve the aspirational goal of l 00 per cent literacy - that all Tasmanians can reach their 

full literacy potential with the right support. 

The Tasmanian Government is now implementing 23 recommendations through the Lifting 

Literacy Implementation Plan 2024-2026. 

The Lifting Literacy project began in September 2021 when the Premier appointed 

the Literacy Advisory Panel to create a community wide framework to achieve a literate 

Tasmania. After extensive community consultation, the Literacy Advisory Panel delivered 

its Final Report to Government: Lifting Literacy, setting out a community-wide framework, 

and Priority Recommendations for immediate implementation over the next three years. 

On 6 June 2023 Premier Jeremy Rockliff announced the Government's intention to accept 

the Literacy Advisory Panel's 23 Priority Recommendations. 

https:/ /www.dpac.tas.gov.au/_data/assets/pdf_file/0014/330044/Lifting-Literacy-3-year­

lmplementation-Plan.pdf 

Readers' Cup
The aim of Readers' Cup is to encourage all children - not just 'good readers' - to read, 
and to enjoy what they read. It is also a way to reward enthusiastic readers in the context 
of a team activity - quiz and a creative challenge. 

CBCAT is once again supporting Cups in northern, north west and southern Tasmania. 

The 2024 Devonport Readers Cup will be conducted on Friday 8th November and is still 
going strong with l O primary schools from the Devon port, Latrobe and Kentish municipalities 
participating. Judges include Janene Wilczynski Devonport Councillor, Vonette Mead 
Latrobe Deputy Mayor, Kate Haberle Mayor Kentish Council, Janet Edmunds Vice President 
Toast for Kids and Tenna Snare Radio 7AD. 

Other areas/schools that might want to conduct a Readers' Cup, please feel free to 
contact us for any support we are able to provide. Our hope is to eventually create a State 
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Tasmanian Branch, 

Australian School Library Association, 

Dear members, 

Thank you for the opportunity to speak at your ASLA Mini Conference about the Children's Book Council of 

Australia, Tasmanian Branch (CBCAT), our partnership with Toast for Kids Charity Inc. projects and the 

journey thus far with the national campaign READ ALOUD TO YOUR CHILD EVERY DAY, it was much 

appreciated and hopefully contributed to you Keeping Inspired! 

As you would be aware the CBCAT is a not for profit organisation, manned by volunteers, with the aim to 

enrich young lives through Australian stories. The CBCAT looks to achieve such though activities such as: -

• Book of the Year Awards - promoting quality literature for young Australians by Australians;

supporting and encouraging a wide range of Australian writers and illustrators of books for young

people aged O through 18 and; celebrating contributions to Australian children's literature.

• Children's Book Week® - each year, schools and libraries across Australia spend a week celebrating

books, and Australian authors and illustrators.

o Children's Book Week merchandise - resources

o The theme for 2025 is - "Book an Adventure" ties to the exploratory aspirations of the artist

and our invitation to join us in celebrating 80 years of Children's Book Week® . Come on an

adventure with us in 2025 as we travel across lands, time, and memories.

• Shadow Judging - invitation for young voices from groups across Australia to join the conversation

about our annual Book of the Year Shortlist and choose their own winners.

• Membership Jan 1st
- Dec 31st - 2024 Individual Membership $40; Concession Membership $20 for

student, pensioner or unemployed; Institutional Membership $80; provides: -

o Discounted entry at ticketed events for Personal/ Concession members. Institutional

membership covers all staff at the institution for the discounted member rate determined

for each event.

o Access to quality merchandise available via the estore.

o Eligibility for schools and home-school teams to participate in the annual Southern

Tasmanian Readers' Cup competition - Devenport Readers Cup (refer Steve).

o Professional Development events such as the Book of the Year Award Judge's Talks.

o Information about author and illustrator tours, speakers and other events.

o Advance access to our regular newsletter.

o Providing financial support to the CBCA Tasmania, which is a volunteer organisation, to

meet its ongoing costs and fund activities to benefit its members.

o We also have our fingers crossed on securing funding for creator school visits, which will be

free or heavily discounted to our members - WATCH THIS SPACE

Please be encouraged to join your school up and enjoy the benefits on offer - you could also volunteer to 

be a CBCAT member or coordinator (.; . https://cbcatas.org.au/ 
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